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This research delineates the components of feminism in films by three generations of
selected Iranian female filmmakers featured in international festivals. The aim of this study
is to conduct a comparative analysis of the development of these components over the course
of three decades (1990s-2010s) and to identify the changes in the perspectives of three
generations of Iranian female filmmakers regarding gender issues. Despite the prominent
presence of women in post-revolution Iranian cinema, systematic studies on the
manifestation of feminist discourse in their works, especially those representing Iranian
women's cinema at international festivals, are lacking. In order to address this lacuna, the
study examines the evolutionary trajectory of feminist components across three generations
of female filmmakers and their interaction with Iran’s social conditions. The findings reveal
that Banietemad (1990s) is consistent with radical feminism and the Second Wave. Milani
(2000s) demonstrates a proclivity for radical, liberal, and socialist feminism; however, the
Second Wave and radical feminism continue to dominate her works. Despite his emphasis on
radical feminism and the Second Wave, Panahi (2010s) reverts to liberal feminism and the
First Wave. The data quantitatively confirms that the First and Second Waves account for
over 90% of the motifs in the selected corpus, while the Third Wave components are
approaching zero representation. Consequently, the findings suggest that Iranian women's
cinema is experiencing a discursive stagnation, which illustrates that, despite its critical
potential, this cinema is ensnared in a repetitive cycle of unresolved demands.
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