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he preservation of women's rights within the institution of temporary marriage (nikaorary
marria) continues to be a significant challenge in Iranian law. The current legal framework
that regulates transitory marriage not only has legal implications but also generates
significant social repercussions, as evidenced by numerous prominent Iranian films. This
study examines five significant Iranian films that depict transitory marriage, using cinema as
a means of comprehending the social consequences of legal norms. The research
demonstrates that cinematic representations of temporary marriage convey a predominantly
negative social perception of this legal institution, portraying it as a significant threat to the
family unit formed through permanent marriage, through the use of thematic analysis.
Furthermore, this unfavorable perception frequently results in the covert execution of
temporary marriages, which places women at a significant disadvantage. The absence of a
mandatory registration requirement—except in cases of pregnancy or prior agreement—
creates serious challenges for women, particularly in proving paternity when the man denies
it. The study concludes that, despite the positive effects of certain legal reforms, they are
insufficient to ensure the complete protection of women's rights in this domain by comparing
these cinematic representations with the current capabilities of Iranian law. The research
suggests that it is mandatory to register all impermanent marriages. Drawing upon the
Family Protection Laws of 1967 and 1975, it further proposes that the law should grant a
wife the right to divorce if her husband enters into a temporary marriage without her consent.
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