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Clothing serves not only as an external manifestation of a society's culture but also as a
reflection of its identity, values, and social transformation. During the Qajar era, cultural and
social transformations, especially driven by Westernization and modernization, resulted in
alterations to women's attire. Numerous prior studies have largely attributed these changes to
economic and political factors, such as the influx of foreign textiles and governmental
reforms, while assigning less emphasis to the influence of cultural and social elements. This
study, employing a historical and analytical methodology, investigates the evolution of
women's attire during the Qajar era across three distinct phases: initially, the persistence of
traditional dress until the mid-reign of Nasser al-Din Shah; secondly, the modest impact of
European influence on court fashion following Nasser al-Din Shah's journeys to the West;
and finally, substantial alterations in women's clothing during the Constitutional Revolution
and the dissemination of modernist ideologies. The findings indicate that Westernization and
the influence of interactions with the West exerted a more significant impact on the
transformation of women's apparel than factors such as the importation of foreign fabrics.
Contemporary educational institutions, newspapers, and intellectual movements were
significant factors that influenced shifts in apparel styles. However, these modifications were
neither consistent nor homogenous. The findings of this study indicate that alterations in
attire during the Qajar era were not merely superficial modifications, but rather indicative of
more profound shifts in the cultural identity of Iranian society.
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