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The presence of women in the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majles) is one of the key
indicators of political and social development in Iran. The performance of female
representatives in the Eighth Majles (2008-2012) is of particular importance because of their
significantly reduced number, which has decreased from 13 in the Seventh Majles to only 8
in this term. The primary research issue is the manner in which this small group engaged in
the legislative process and pursued demands related to women and families. Using library
resources, parliamentary proceedings, laws, and enacted bills, the study employs a
descriptive-analytical methodology that incorporates both quantitative and qualitative
approaches. The primary research question pertains to the success of women representatives
in the Eighth Majles and the role they performed. The hypothesis posits that women
legislators were able to effectively address women’s issues by submitting bills and proposals,
joining specialized committees, and securing support from some male colleagues, despite
structural limitations. The results suggest that 73 cases (10 percent) of the 628 legislation and
proposals introduced were related to women and family, and 28 of them were approved. This
represents a nearly 40% increase from the Seventh Majles. Moreover, women
parliamentarians were actively involved in the formulation of policies related to
employment, family, education, and population. The results suggest that the qualitative and
influential presence of women, despite the limited proportion of women-related legislation,
allowed them to make a positive contribution to parliamentary outcomes, even within a
male-dominated structure.
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